
 

P
ag

e1
 T

h
em

es
 in

 J
am

es
.  

(g
ra

ss
ro

o
ts

th
eo

lo
gi

ca
l.w

o
rd

p
re

ss
.c

o
m
 

Prominent Themes in the Book of James 

Christian Conduct & Experience 

1:2 Count it all joy when you meet trials 

1:3 The testing of your faith produces steadfastness 

1:4 Steadfastness leads to τελιος 

1:5 Ask God for wisdom 

1:6  Ask without doubt = ask in faith (i.e., WHOM are you asking?  Your Father?) 

1:9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation 

1:10 Let the rich boast in his humiliation 

1:12 Remain steadfast under trial 

1:19 Be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to become angry 

1:21 Put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness, and receive with meekness 
the implanted word. 

1:22 Be doers of the word, and not hearers only 

1:25 Look, hear, do, persevere 

1:27 Visit orphans and widows in their affliction and keep yourself unstained from 
the world 

2:1 Show no partiality 

2:8 Love your neighbor as yourself 

2:12 So speak and so act as those who are going to be judged under the law of 
liberty 

3:1 Be cautious about becoming teachers 

3:2 We all stumble, especially in speech 

3:10 Don’t let both blessings and curses come from your mouth 

3:13 By good conduct show your wisdom and understanding. (i.e., show what is 
inside you by DOING it, not by boasting about it) 

3:17 What you’ll notice about heavenly wisdom (in the WORKS, not in BOASTING 
about it) is purity, peaceableness, gentleness, reasonableness, mercy, good 
fruits, impartiality and sincerity. 

3:18 A harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

4:7a Submit yourselves therefore to God.   

4:7b Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

4:8a Draw near to God.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded. 

4:9 Change from pride to mourning over sin. 

4:10  Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you. 

4:15 You ought to say, “if the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 

5:7 Be patient till the Lord’s coming. 

5:8 Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

5:11 We consider those blessed who remain steadfast. 

5:12 Do not swear – let your yes be yes and your no be no. 

5:13 Pray in suffering.  Sing when cheerful. 

5:14 Elders should pray and anoint the sick. 

5:16 Confess your sins to  one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed.  The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 

5:19-20 Bring back the one who wanders from the truth 
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Historical/Cultural Context 

1:1 To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion 

2:6-7 Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into 
court?  Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which 
you were called? 

2:2-4 The scene of “the assembly” and the hypothetical rich/poor visitors 

2:15f. If you see a brother or sister poorly clothed or without food 

4:13-15 Trade & travel 

5:1-6 Rich oppressors, poor laborers 

Various Agrarian references 

 

Biblical Echoes 

1:18 Generative power of the word of truth 

1:18 God as Creator 

1:18 firstfruits 

1:10-11 Grass withers & flower fades; lilies of the field 

1:5 Wisdom 

1:15 Monstrosity of sin – cf. Cain 

1:25 The perfect law, the law of liberty 

2:8 The royal law acc. to the scriptures:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself 

2:11 Decalogue: adultery, murder 

2:21-26 Abraham, Rahab as examples of faith “completed by” works 

4:5 Scripture says – “He yearns jealously over the Spirit that he has made to dwell in 
us.”  (not a specific quote tho) 

4:6 “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  (Is. 54:7,8) 

4:12 Who are you to judge your neighbor? 

5:4 The poor laborers cry out – see Deut. 24:15 

5:5 Luxury & self-indulgence – Dives & Lazarus 

5:9 Judge is standing at the door (“Behold, I stand at the door and knock…”) 

5:10-11 Prophets as examples of patience; Job; Lord’s compassion & mercy 

5:12 Do not swear – let your yes be yes = SOTM 

5:17f.  Elijah’s prayer for rain 
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Theology 

1:5 God gives generously to all without reproach and will give wisdom if asked. 

1:12 Those who stand the test will receive the crown of life, which God has promised 
to those who love him. 

1:13 God cannot be tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no one. 

1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

1:18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of firstfruits of his creatures. 

1:20 The anger of man does not produce the righteousness that God requires. 

1:21 …the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

1:25 …the perfect law, the law of liberty – doers who act will be blessed. 

2:1 …as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2:5 Has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs 
of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 

2:10-11 If you keep the whole law but fail in one point, you are accountable for all of it. 

2:13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy.  Mercy triumphs 
over judgment. 

2:14 Questions: whether faith without works can save a man 

2:17 Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead 

2:19 You believe that God is one – so do the demons, and shudder! 

2:21-14 Abraham – “believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness” 
His faith was completed by works. 
He was called a friend of God. 
You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

3:1 Teachers will be judged with greater strictness.  (ultimately?  By the church?  By 
culture?) 

4:4 Friendship with the world = enmity toward God 

4:5 “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us.” 

4:6a But he gives more grace. 

4:6b God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.  (cf. v.10) 

4:8b …and he will draw near to you. (sounds conditional here) 

4:12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. 

4:17 Whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

5:1 Judgment is coming to the rich oppressors 

5:4 The cries of the oppressed have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts 

5:7-8 The coming of the Lord 

5:9 If you grumble against one another, you’ll be judged; Judge stands at the door 

5:11 You have seen the purposes of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful 

5:15 The prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will lift him up.  And 
if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 

5:16 The power of a Righteous person’s prayer 
  



 

P
ag

e4
 T

h
em

es
 in

 J
am

es
.  

(g
ra

ss
ro

o
ts

th
eo

lo
gi

ca
l.w

o
rd

p
re

ss
.c

o
m
 

Don’t Be Like This 

1:6 Doubting that God hears or cares 

1:8 Double-minded 

1:13 Saying “I am being tempted by God” 

1:14 Each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire 

1:15 Desire  sin  death 

1:21 Filthiness, rampant wickedness 

1:22 Hearers only of the word 

1:23f.  Man who looks in mirror and forgets 

1:26 Unbridled tongue 

1:27  Stained by the world 

2:2-4 Partiality 

2:6 Dishonoring a poor man 

2:9 Showing partiality 

2:13 Showing no mercy 

2:14, 20 Say you have faith if you have no works 

2:15f. Say, “Go, be warm and filled,” but don’t give anything 

3:6-10 Speech: incendiary, messes up whole life, let hell guide your words, curse people 
made in the image of God, let blessings & curses come from same mouth 

3:14-16 If what’s inside you is bitter jealously and selfish ambition, do not boast about 
your wisdom and understanding, or you will be false to the truth.  For where 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every evil practice.  
This kind of “wisdom” is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 

4:1-4 Fighting and quarreling = passions.   

4:1-4 Your asking is useless because you demand things in order to satisfy your 
passions.  You covet, and that leads to murder and fighting. 

4:1-4 Friendship with the world = enmity toward God, spiritual adultery 

4:8 Sinners with unclean hands (injustice in this context); double-minded 

4:11 Do not speak evil against one another.  If you judge a brother, you are also 
judging the law.  That means you aren’t DOING the law, you are judging it. 

4:12 Who are you to judge your neighbor? 

4:13-16 Boasting about tomorrow = arrogance and evil 

4:17 Knowing the right and failing to do it = sin 

5:1-6 Diatribe against the rich:  oppressive use of wealth against poor laborers; living 
on earth in luxury and self-indulgence; “you have fattened your hearts in a day of 
slaughter”; “you have condemned and murdered the righteous person.  He does 
not resist you.” 

5:9 Grumbling against one another 
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Figurative Language 

1:6 The one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the 
wind. 

1:10-11 The rich man: like a flower of the grass he will pass away – its flower falls and its 
beauty perishes 

1:15 Desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown 
brings forth death 

1:18 He brought us for the by the word of truth to be a kind of firstfruits 

1:23f. The man who looks in the mirror and forgets what he looks like 

2:26 As the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead 

3:3-5 Analogies – bits:horses::rudder:ship::tongue:man::small fire:forest fire 

3:6 The tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness.  It stains the whole body, sets on 
fire your whole life, and is set on fire by hell. 

3:7-8 An anti-example – taming the creatures – but no man can tame the tongue.  It is a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

3:11-12 Rhetorical Qs – Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and 
salt water?  Can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine yield figs? 

4:14 For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 

5:2-3 Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.  Your gold and silver 
have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat up 
your flesh like fire. 

5:7 Patience of farmer waiting for rain 

 

Bad Influences 

1:14 We are dragged away by our own desire 

2:6-7 The oppressive and blasphemous rich 

3:6c The tongue is set on fire by hell 

3:15 Earthly, unspiritual, demonic “wisdom” 

4:1 Passions are at war within you 

4:4 Friendship with the world = enmity toward God 

4:7 Resist the devil and he will flee from you 

 

Judicial Language 

1:25 Look into the perfect law, the law of liberty 

2:4 Making distinctions between people = becoming judges with evil thoughts 

2:6 The rich drag you into court 

2:8-13 Law, lawbreakers, judgment, mercy 

3:1 Teachers will be judged more strictly 

3:11-12 Judging brother=judging law; only one lawgiver and judge; don’t judge brothers 

5:3 Riches will be evidence against you who oppress the poor 

5:6 You have condemned & murdered the righteous person 

5:9 Do not grumble and so be judged: the Judge is standing at the door 
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Speech & Communication 

1:5 Prayer for wisdom 

1:9-10 Boasting 

1:13 Let no one say, when he is tempted… [i.e., publicly blaming God] 

1:19 Slow to speak 

1:25 Hearing the law 

1:26 Bridling the tongue 

2:3 How we speak to the rich and the poor [signals] 

2:7 Blasphemy 

2:8 Law – Scripture 

2:11 The Lawgiver 

2:12 Speak and act as those who will be judged under the law of liberty 

2:14 Boasting about faith 

2:16 Say, “go, be warm and well fed” 

2:17 “Faith by itself” = “the faith you boast about” 

2:18 Points out the hypocrisy of boasting about faith without works 

3:1 Presuming to teach 

3:2 Stumbling in speech 

3:5 Boasting 

3:6 Unrighteous speech 

3:8 Taming speech 

3:9-10 Blessing, cursing 

3:13 (Implied) boasting about wisdom 

3:14 Boasting 

4:1 Quarrels and fights 

4:2-3 You ask and do not receive 

4:5 Scripture says… 

4:6 Quotation from OT 

4:11 Do not speak evil against one another; that = speaking against the law 

4:13 Boasting 

4:15 Speaking realistically 

4:16 Boasting 

5:1 Mourning 

5:4 The wages of the laborers cry out for justice 

5:6 You have condemned the righteous man 

5:9 Do not grumble against one another 

5:10 Patient prophets spoke in the name of the Lord 

5:11 Telling the story of Job (see also 2:21-25, Abraham & Rahab) 

5:12 Do not swear – let yes be yes and no be no 

5:13a Pray if suffering 

5:13b Sing praise if cheerful 

5:14 Pray for the sick 

5:16 Confess sins, pray 

5:17f. Elijah prayed 

5:19 “Wandering from truth” implies communication about ideas gone wrong 

5:20 To “bring a sinner back” who wanders implies persuasive communication 
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Nature/Agriculture 

1:6 A wave of the sea tossed by the wind 

1:10-11 Flower of the grass that withers 

1:18 We are a kind of firstfruits of his creation 

1:21 Receive with meekness the implanted word 

3:3 Bits for horses 

3:5b Forest fire 

3:7 Domestication of animals 

3:11 Spring of water 

3:12 Figs, olives, grapes 

3:17 Heavenly wisdom is full of mercy and good fruits 

3:18 A harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace 

5:7 The patient farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth and rain early & late 

 

Socioeconomic Status 

1:9-11 What the poor and the rich man should boast in; ephemeral riches 

1:27 Caring for orphans and widows 

2:2-4 Examples of partiality towards the rich 

2:5 Did not God choose the poor? 

2:6-7 The rich oppress the poor 

2:15-16 Failure to clothe and warm the poor person 

4:13 Example of businessmen traveling to make a profit 

5:1 The rich are instructed to weep and wail 

5:2 Their riches have rotted 

5:3 Their gold & silver have corroded & become evidence against them 

5:3c They have laid up treasure in the last days 

5:4 They have kept the wages of the laborers back by fraud 

5:5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence.  You have fattened 
your hearts in a day of slaughter. 

5:6 The rich have condemned and murdered 
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