
The Septuagint, the Masoretic Text, and the Dead Sea Scrolls 

Q: What is the relationship between theSeptuagint (or LXX), the Masoretic text, and the Dead Sea 

Scrolls? 

The LXX (Roman numeration for “70,” representing the 70 rabbis who supposedly worked together on 

this translation) is the Septuagint, the oldest Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures (our OT).  It was 

completed over the course of the two centuries before Christ.  By that time there was a far-flung 

scattering (or Diaspora) of Jews into neighboring lands, and Greek had become their common language.   

Most of the NT writers used the Septuagint when quoting from the OT.  Some of the LXX’s translations 

of books are literal, some “dynamic” (getting at the gist of a text’s meaning without trying to reproduce 

the words exactly).  Though it was probably the product of many minds and hands over those years, the 

story of the “Seventy” is a legend.  These books include a variety of genres, including history, wisdom, 

and apocalyptic writings.  These are the books contained in the “Apocrypha” in some Christian Bibles.  

Protestants do not consider these writings to be inspired; however, they offer an intriguing glimpse into 

the worldview and expectations of first-century Jews. 

The Masoretic text, dating from around 900 AD, was the oldest preserved Hebrew version of the OT 

until the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in the 1940’s & 50’s.  The accuracy of this text (which was the 

culmination of many generations of copy work from earlier Hebrew texts, now lost) is supported by the 

evidence serendipitously discovered in the caves near the Dead Sea. 

“The Dead Sea Scrolls” is a collection of manuscripts found sealed in pottery jars in various caves 

around the Dead Sea in the 1950’s.  (The first ones were located accidentally, when a Bedouin tossed a 

rock into an opening in a cliff and heard the sound of pottery smashing!) Along with instructions for a 

separatist religious community, some commentaries, and some apocryphal writings, the DSS include 

several full texts and countless fragments of OT books in Hebrew, dating from at least 300 years before 

Christ.  These texts and fragments lend support to the claim of accuracy for the Masoretic texts, which 

were not completed till some 1200 years later.  Obviously, the Jews’ reverence for the Scriptures is 

evident in their careful copying of the sacred texts over the centuries. 

 


