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“The Last Days,” Biblically Speaking 

Q:  How is the phrase “the last days” used in the Bible?  How does this biblical use compare to 

how the phrase is used in Christian circles today? 

A:  In Hebrews 1:1-2, the writer to the Hebrews is identifying two major eras in God’s history of 

redemption, one being “in the past” and the other “in these last days.”  This wording indicates 

that he sees himself and his readers as living in a new era, one inaugurated by and definitively 

ruled by the Son.  Since the era he mentions is called “the last days,” and since nothing is going 

to be more final than Christ’s exclusive reign, then we, too, are living “in these last days.” 

The phrase is not very common in the Scriptures, but it does occur a few times in Isaiah and in 

some of the minor prophets.  The time period that these writers anticipate is associated with 

things like the restoration of the fortunes of Israel, the coming of the Davidic Messiah/King, the 

ingathering of nations, and the final judgment (Is. 2:2; 27:6; Hos. 3:5; Joel 2:29; 3:1-2; Amos 

9:11-15; Mic. 4:1,6).  Peter quotes the prophecy from Joel 2 in Acts 2. 

Although this OT vision of the “latter days” is fairly positive, NT writers who speak of this 

concept (whether or not they use the same words) view the “last days” as beginning with Jesus’ 

ascension and establishment of his church, running through the difficult years of suffering on 

planet earth, and finally culminating in one special day of restoration, ingathering 

(resurrection), and judgment.  There is a distinction then between “the last days” and “the last 

DAY.” 

So in the NT we see: 

 …Peter proclaiming that Joel’s prophecy about the Spirit’s outpouring on men and 

women “in the last days” has occurred at Pentecost; 

 …Peter claiming that “all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who 

came after him, also proclaimed these days”; 

 …Paul writing to Timothy (2 Tim. 3:1) explains that “in the last days there will come 

times of difficulty,” and lists all of the challenges believers presently faced living as the 

church in a sinful world; 

 …Peter writes that “scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing” (2 Peter 3:3). 

 (Contrast these with Paul’s reference to the “fixed day” on which Jesus will judge the 

world [Acts 17:30-31] and Jesus’ several references to “the day of the Son of Man,” 

which is strongly associated with the final judgment.) 

All of these NT writers assumed that “the last days” meant the era between Jesus’ first and 

second coming (i.e., their time, or the time of the church).  (They likely had no clue that there 

would be as many “last days” as there have been so far!) 
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You’re probably familiar with the common “last days” idea that permeates North American 

Christian culture.  This understanding is based on the teachings of 19th century revivalists (& the 

roots of the idea can actually be traced back to England earlier in that century).   Those who 

promote Premillennial Dispensationalism give an elaborate timetable that includes TWO 

second comings for Jesus.  First he will Rapture his people out of harm’s way; then the 

Tribulation will begin; then the final Coming/Resurrection/Judgment will happen.   

Of course all of this opens up another whole can of worms, which I will not go into…the gist of 

the difference between the biblical writers’ view of “the last days” and the Premillennial 

Dispensationalist view is that the former identified this as the era of the church, with all of the 

“Now vs. Not-Yet” blessings and afflictions that we experience since Jesus’ first coming; and the 

latter views this as a specific season of Tribulation experienced by those left behind after the 

Rapture (and before Jesus’ SECOND second coming). 

 


