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The Holy Spirit Before Pentecost 

Q:  Was the Holy Spirit active at all before Pentecost?  Did OT saints recognize him as a Person 

of the Godhead? 

 

A:  Clarity about the Holy Spirit’s person and role really came only with NT revelation, both 

through Jesus’ direct teaching and through the Spirit of Jesus bringing understanding through 

the biblical writers.  But OT writers also mention the Spirit, perhaps seeing him not so much as 

a “Person” but as God’s own presence or “breath” enlivening, equipping, and bringing into 

being.  A couple examples include the Spirit hovering over the deep at creation, and the filling 

of individuals for specific roles in Israel (e.g., Saul and David as kings [1 Sam. 10 & 16:13], and 

the artisan Bezalel for the crafting of decorations for the Tabernacle [Ex. 31:2-3]).  Familiar 

psalms and prophecies also mention the Spirit:  “take not your holy Spirit from me” (Ps. 51:11); 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to preach good news to the poor…” (Is. 61:1-2, quoted by 

Jesus in Luke 4); “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh…” (from Joel 2, quoted by Peter in Acts 2).   

 

The writers of the Gospels speak of the Spirit’s role in Jesus’ conception (Matt. 1:20; Luke 1:35), 

in revealing things to people (e.g., Simeon in Luke 2), in being with Jesus (e.g., at & after his 

baptism, Matt. 3:16 & 4:1), and in filling people to speak prophetically (e.g. Zechariah, Luke 

1:67).  Jesus himself talks about those who “blaspheme against the Holy Spirit” (Lk. 12:10), 

assures his disciples that the Holy Spirit will teach them what to say when they are on trial (Lk. 

12:12), and promises the Spirit as the “Comforter” who will come to all of his followers after 

Jesus has gone back to the Father (John 14) 

 

Though rightly called the “Shy Member of the Trinity,” the Spirit does have a role prior to the 

more obvious activity and doctrine that we read from Acts onward.  So keep your eyes open for 

mention of him!   

 

For further reading: 

Sinclair Ferguson, The Holy Spirit 

Christopher J. H. Wright, Knowing the Holy Spirit through the Old Testament 

 


