
Paul Study L21 © A. Paige Britton 2015 Page 1 

 

Firm Foundations Class 

PAUL & HIS TEACHING 

Lesson 21  Ephesians Chapter Five, Review  (Theology:  Review chapter; study the past, present, 

and future relationship of the Trinitarian God to his Church.) 

 

 Goal:  In this lesson the class will review the “marching orders” of Eph. 5, seeking 

specific examples in the text of “imitating God,” etc.  They will continue any discussion 

of marriage left over from last time, and will conclude by noting the activity of the 

Trinity in the past, present, and future with relation to the church. 

 

 Applications:  (1) “Walking in love” involves following many specific guidelines, though 

a general rule of thumb for our behavior as “children of light” is that we pursue “the 

fruit of light, found in all that is good and right and true” (Eph. 5:9). (2)  The members 

of the Trinity have been, are now, and will be active in their love for God’s church. 

 

 Suggestions for teaching:   

o  The suggestions below will allow you to approach Ephesians SLOWLY and 

contextually, and proceed SLOWLY through a review of these things.  Most times 

given are approximate, though today you might want to limit any continuing 

discussion of marriage for the sake of the concluding study on God & his church.  

DON’T WORRY ABOUT “FINISHING ON TIME.”  DO AS MUCH OF THE FOLLOWING 

AS MAKES SENSE. 
 

o Please familiarize yourself with the student sheet for this lesson, so you can guide 

the class in using it (you may choose either the generic or the detailed option).  If 

using the detailed option, please ask students for suggestions of what the class 

might write, after discussing a question.  (Don’t assume they all can distill a 

discussion into a sentence.  Some will get hung up in confusion if they don’t know 

what to write.) 

  

o Contextual and historical notes are given here for your own background 

knowledge, but don’t think you have to read every one of them aloud to the class. 
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 Part One: Review of the “Marching Orders” in Ephesians 5 

o Set the stage by listing the most general of the commands on the board: 

 Eph. 5:1 – “be imitators of God” 

 Eph. 5:2 – “walk in love” 

 Eph. 5:8 – “walk as children of light” 

 Eph. 5:15 – “walk, not as unwise but as wise” 

 

o Encourage the class to be alert for impressions and specific examples that 

summarize or define the listed commands as you read this chapter together. 

 

o Without stopping to discuss, read the whole of Ephesians 5 together as a group, 

taking turns. 

 

o What is a simple way of explaining what it looks like to “imitate God,” or to 

“walk in love/light/wisdom”?  (v.9 provides a particularly good summary to add 

to the impressions the class comes up with; so does v.20.) 

 

 

 

o What are some of the specific examples Paul gives to illustrate what he means by 

“walking as children of light,” etc.? 

 

 

 

 

o In a given situation (and you might offer hypothetical ones here), how do we 

know if our actions (or reactions) fit the call to “walk in love”?  (i.e., some of the 

actions we choose to do or avoid don’t show up in Paul’s lists.  What general 

wisdom can we apply in such situations?) 

 

 

 

 

 Part Two: Marriage-Specific Instruction 
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o You may not have had time to cover all of the marriage passage in the last lesson.  

Return to that portion as needed, though you may not exhaust all that can be said 

on the topic today!  Try to leave about 10 mins for the last part of the study 

(below). 

 Part Three:  The Trinitarian God & His Church 

o Teacher Note:  Along with general and specific instructions regarding how we are 

to live as God’s beloved children, the Holy Spirit reveals in this chapter more truths 

about God and his relationship to the church.  In fact, we see all three Persons of 

the Trinity actively involved with the PAST, PRESENT, and FUTURE of believers as a 

group, the Body of Christ.  (Some of these verses also talk about our part of the 

relationship.) 

 

o Application:  Our Trinitarian God is actively involved in the forming and nurturing 

of his church NOW, even as he has been active in the PAST and will forever be 

active in the FUTURE.  We can relate to him here and now in ways that please him 

(i.e., we don’t have to wait till we’re in heaven!)! (This is an example of how RIGHT 

THINKING can influence us to RIGHT ACTION – the “walk” that we were discussing 

earlier!) 

 

o Draw students’ attention to the following verses, asking what they notice about 

the way God is active in the lives of the whole group of believers (the church).  

Point out the Trinitarian nature of these verses, as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

are each mentioned in their relationship to the church.  (I have arranged these 

verses below chronologically, noting wherever one Person of the Godhead is 

named specifically.) 

 

o Suggested verses for aspects of the relationship that occurred in the PAST: 

 Eph. 5:2, 25 (Son) 

 

 Eph. 5:23 (Son) 

 

 Eph. 5:26 (Son) 

 

o Suggested verses for aspects of the relationship that continue in the PRESENT: 

 Eph. 5:1 (Father) 

 

 Eph. 5:8 (“Lord” = Son? Father?) 
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 Eph. 5:10 (“Lord” = Son? Father?) 

 

 Eph. 5:17 (“Lord” = Son? Father?) 

 

o Suggested verses for aspects of the relationship that continue in the PRESENT 

(cont’d): 

 Eph. 5:18  (Spirit) 

 

 Eph. 5:19 (“Lord” = Son? Father?) 

 

 Eph. 5:20 (Father, Son) 

 

 Eph. 5:21 (Son) 

 

 Eph. 5:24 (Son) 

 

 Eph. 5:29 (Son) 

 

 Eph. 5:30 (Son) 

 

o Suggested verses for aspects of the relationship that refer to the FUTURE: 

 Eph. 5:5 (implied by way of contrast in the word “inheritance”) 

 

 Eph. 5:27 (Son; there are “now” and “not-yet” elements here.  Cf. Eph. 1:3-4 

and 5:32) 

 

 Conclusion 

o Remind class of the general principles behind “walking in love” and “imitating 

God” and “walking as children of light.” 

o Remind them that their motivation to do so stems from an understanding of God’s 

love for the church in past, present, and future. 

o Close with prayer that these truths would be brought home to the students’ hearts 

and minds. 


