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Dokimazō / Peirazō 

Dokimazō & related words: Test, prove, approve, refine (100% noble intent) 

Rom. 2:17-18  “But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God and know his will and 

approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law…” 

 

Rom. 12:2 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

 

Rom. 14:18 “Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men.” 

 

Rom. 14:22 “The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God.  Blessed is the one who has no 

reason to pass judgment on himself for what he approves.” 

 

Rom. 16:10 “Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ.” 

 

1 Cor. 3:13 “…each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 

revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done.” 

 

1 Cor. 11:19 “…for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you 

may be recognized.”  (Sarcasm on Paul’s part!) [hoi dokimoi] 

 

1 Cor. 16:3 “And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to 

Jerusalem.” 

 

2 Cor. 2:9 “For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in 

everything.” 

 

2 Cor. 8:8 “I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 

genuine.” 

 

2 Cor. 8:22 “And with them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in 

many matters, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great confidence in you.” 

 

2 Cor. 9:13 “By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission flowing 

from your confession of the gospel of Christ…” 

 

2 Cor. 10:18 “For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord 

commends.” 
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2 Cor. 13:5, 7 “Examine [peirazete] yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith.  Test [dokimazete] 

yourselves.  Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? – unless indeed you 

fail to meet the test [adokimoi este]!  I hope you will find out we have not failed the test [ouk semen 

adokimoi].  But we pray to God that you may not do wrong – not that we may appear to have met the 

test [dokimoi], but that you may do what is right, though we seem to have failed [hōs adokimoi ōmen].” 

 

Gal. 6:4 “But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not 

in his neighbor.” 

 

Eph. 5:10 “…and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.” 

 

Phil. 2:22 “But you know Timothy’s proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in 

the gospel.” 

 

1 Thess. 2:4 “…but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, 

not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts.” 

 

1 Thess. 5:21 “…test everything; hold on to what is good.” 

 

1 Tim. 3:10 “And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons, if they prove themselves 

blameless.” 

 

2 Tim. 2:15 “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be 

ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.” 

 

James 1:3 “…for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness…” 

 

James 1:12 “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 

receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.” 

 

1 Pet. 1:6-7 “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 

various trials [peirasmois], so that the tested genuineness of your faith – more precious than gold that 

perishes though it is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

 

1 Jn. 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 

many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 
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Peirazō & related words: to test, try, tempt (98% mean-spirited, antagonistic) 
Mt. 4:1 (Mk. 1:13; Lk. 4:2)  “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil.” 

 

Mt. 4:3 “And the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 

become loaves of bread.” 

 

Mt. 6:13 “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 

 

Mt. 22:18 (cf. Mk. 12:15) “But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why put me to the test, you 

hypocrites?’” 

 

Mt. 26:41 (Lk. 22:40, 46) “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.  The spirit is indeed 

willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

 

Lk. 4:13  “And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune 

time.” 

 

Lk. 11:4 “…and lead us not into temptation.” 

 

Jn. 8:5-6a “’Now, in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women.  So what do you say?’  This 

they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him.” 

 

Acts 5:9 “Peter said to her, ‘How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord?” 

 

Acts 15:10 “Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the 

disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear?” 

 

1 Cor. 7:5 (Re. marital relations:) “Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a 

limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may 

not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.” 

 

1 Cor. 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  God is faithful, and he will 

not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 

escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 

 

2 Cor. 13:5 “Examine  [peirazete] yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith.  Test [dokimazete] 

yourselves.”  

 

Gal. 4:14 “…and though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me 

as an angel of God.” 
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Gal. 6:1 “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a 

spirit of gentleness.  Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” 

 

1 Th. 3:5 “For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that 

somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.” 

 

1 Tim. 6:9 “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and 

harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.” 

 

Heb. 2:18 “For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being 

tempted.” 

 

Heb. 3:8, 9 “…do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness, 

where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works…” 

 

Heb. 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 

who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 

 

James 1:2 “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds…” 

 

James 1:12 “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 

receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.” 

 

James 1:13-14 “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God,’ for God cannot be 

tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.  But each person is tempted when he is lured and 

enticed by his own desire.” 

 

1 Pet. 1:6 “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 

various trials...” 

 

1 Pet. 4:12 “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test [neither word] 

you, as though something strange were happening to you.” 

 

2 Pet. 2:9 “…the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under 

punishment until the day of judgment…” 

 

Rev. 2:10 “Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into 

prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation…” 

 

Rev. 3:10 “Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of 

trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth.” 
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Peirazō & related words: to test, try (3 unusual uses) 

John 6:5-6 “Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to 

Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?’  He said this to test him, for he 

himself knew what he would do.”  [Implies a pressure-cooker moment for Philip] 

 

Heb. 11:17  “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac…”  [Implies that God was bringing 

a particularly excruciating trial or test] 

 

 

Rev. 2:2 “I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those 

who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be 

false.”   [Implies an evaluation of the false apostles] 

 


